
Core Principles and Practices in Forensic Archaeology Course 

Mercyhurst University, July 19th-23rd, 2021 

Syllabus 

Mon 19th July  8:00am - 10:00am Outdoor Crime Scene Reconstruction (Dirkmaat) 

  Introduction to appropriate forensic archaeology core principles and 
practices, including basic search and surface recovery methods. 
Forensic cases will be discussed.  

 10:00am - 10:15am Morning Break 

 10:15am - 12:00pm Outdoor Crime Scene Reconstruction, Cont. (Dirkmaat) 

  Continuation of outdoor crime scene reconstruction lecture.  

 12:00pm - 1:00pm Lunch 

 1:00pm - 3:00pm Mapping Principles (Hochrein) 

  Introduction to the electronic Total Station and Trimble R8 
instruments and basic functions. Introduction to crime scene mapping 
ang geo-referencing using Geographic Information Systems. 

 3:00pm - 3:15pm Afternoon Break 

 3:15pm - 6:00pm Mapping Principles and Practices (Hochrein) 

  Discussion on using forensic archaeological mapping techniques to 
document spatial information including association, context, and 
provenience at the outdoor scene. 

Tue 20th July  8:00am - 10:00am Forensic Taphonomy (Dirkmaat and Cabo) 

  Introduction to forensic taphonomy and how postmortem interval is 
estimated in forensic anthropology. Discussion will focus on the 
history of taphonomy and its use in the field. 

 10:00am - 10:15am Morning Break 

 10:15am - 12:00pm Forensic Taphonomy, Cont. (Dirkmaat and Cabo) 

  Continuation of forensic taphonomy lecture.  

 12:00pm - 1:00pm Lunch 

 1:00pm - 3:00pm Surface Scatter Recovery (Dirkmaat) 

  Discussion will focus on appropriate forensic archaeology 
documentation and recovery protocols for surface scatter recoveries. 
Forensic cases will be discussed. 

 3:00pm - 3:15pm Afternoon Break 

 3:15pm - 6:00pm  Mapping of the Scene (Dirkmaat and Hochrein) 

  Discussion will focus on how to map a forensic scene using the 
electronic total station and GPS mapping.  

Wed 21st July 8:00am - 10:00am Search Methods and Forensic Significance (Dirkmaat) 

  Discussion will focus on how to determine the forensic significance of 
remains, from human versus non-human determinations to the use of 
context and association of evidence at the outdoor scene.   

 10:00am - 10:15am Break 

 10:15am - 12:00pm GPS and GIS (Dirkmaat) 

 12:00pm - 1:00pm Lunch  



 1:00pm - 6:00pm  Surface Scatter Recovery (Dirkmaat and Hochrein) 

  Opportunity for participants to apply methods learned in lecture.  

Thurs 22nd July  8:00am - 12:00pm  Buried Body Recovery (Dirkmaat and Hochrein) 

  Opportunity for participants to apply methods and techniques learned 
in lectures through excavation of graves in a mock crime scene. 
Students will be participating in all phases and components of the 
recovery (documenting, excavation, and mapping). 

 12:00pm - 1:00pm Lunch  

 1:00pm - 6:00pm Buried Body Recovery cont. (Dirkmaat and Hochrein)  

Fri 23rd July 8:00am - 10:00am Cases and Research (Dirkmaat, Hochrein, Cabo) 

  Presentation and discussion of actual recovery cases from around the 
country. Also, the integration of forensic archaeological recovery 
protocols and mass disaster scene recovery protocols will be 
discussed.  

 10:00am - 10:15am Morning Break 

 10:15am - 12:00pm Cases and Research, Cont. (Dirkmaat and Cabo) 

  Continuation of presentation and discussion of cases.  

 12:00pm - 1:00pm Lunch 

 1:00pm - 2:00pm  Discussion and Future Research (Dirkmaat , Hochrein, Cabo) 

  Discussion will focus on the state of the field of forensic anthropology 
today, including the current hot topics in research.   

 2:00pm - 2:15pm  Afternoon Break 

 2:15pm - 4:00pm Discussion and Future Research, Cont. (Dirkmaat, Hochrein, Cabo) 

  Discussion will focus on the potential future directions of the field in 
forensic anthropology, including areas of research that should be 
explored.  

 


