
 
Forensic Anthropology Short Courses 2020 

 

Dennis Dirkmaat, Ph.D., D-ABFA, Mercyhurst University, HD Forensics, and Tripwire Operations Group, will 
be presenting seven short courses focused on forensic anthropology, forensic archaeology, forensic 
taphonomy, and outdoor crime scene reconstruction, of interest to professionals and students in a wide 
variety of fields from Medicolegal Death Investigation to Criminalists and Forensic Sciences, including 
forensic anthropology. 

The centerpiece course will be the 2-week Core Principles and 
Practices in Forensic Anthropology, Vol 2. (June 1-13) with an 
all-star line-up of spectacular young forensic anthropologists, 
including Heather Garvin, Nick Passalacqua, Joe Hefner, Alex 
Klales, Sara Getz, Chris Rainwater, Erin Chapman, and Diana 
Messer. This year we are adding Joe Adserias, a board-
certified forensic odontologist. An introductory Basics of 
Human Osteology Class (June 6-7) will also be offered during 
that time frame at Mercyhurst University. 

 

          

Two new courses have been added to the lineup for 2020: 
Drs. Symes and L’Abbe will be presenting a 1-day course on 
Blunt Force Trauma Interpretation on Sunday February 16th 
just before AAFS in Anaheim. In addition, Dr. Joe Adserias 
will be offering Forensic Analysis of the Human Dentition 
(June 15-18) at Mercyhurst University. 

Dr. Dirkmaat has offered the Forensic Archaeology and 
Outdoor Crime Scene Reconstruction course since 1992, 
which represents the longest running short course focused 
on forensic archaeology in the world. This course will be 
held at Mercyhurst University in Erie, PA, on June 22-26. 
Additionally, Dirkmaat and Hochrein will be presenting a 
week-long course in Fatal Fire and Mass Disaster Scene 
Recovery (July 13-17) in which car explosions and car fires 
figure prominently in the hands-on approach, in historic 
Gettysburg, PA. Hochrein will be offering a course in 
Basics of Indoor Crime Scene Processing (August 3-7) at 
LaRoche College, Pittsburgh, PA. 

 

Participants of all backgrounds, students and professionals will benefit from these hands-on courses from 
recognized leaders in the field of forensic anthropology, forensic archaeology, and forensic taphonomy.  


